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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Line 7, "date" should be -- printing data --; 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b) by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined ir .sector i 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Gignac U.S. Patent Application Pub. No. 2004/0239982. 

2. With respect to claim 1 , Gignac teaches an image processing method (abstract), 

comprising the steps of: 

providing image data produced by an image-producing device (a source of digital 
image in paragraph 38), and image production record information related to the image 

data (figs. 11-13); and 

executing a trimming process upon determining whether or not to trim the image 
data based on the image production record information (paragraphs 57-60). 
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3. With respect to claim 2, Gignac teaches the image processing method according 
to claim 1, wherein 

the image production record information includes at least exposure program 
information (either 'landscape' or 'portrait' in figs. 11-13) and photograph scene 
information ('letterbox' in figs. 11-13), and 

the trimming process is executed when the exposure program information and 
photograph scene information meet specific conditions (figs. 11-13 & paragraphs 
57-60). 

4. With respect to claim 3, Gignac teaches the image processing method according 
to claim 2, wherein 

the specific conditions include selection of a normal program which is set as 
default for the exposure program information (fig. 11), and selection of a standard scene 
which is set as default for the photograph scene information (fig. 11 or 13 & paragraph 

.57). 

5. With respect to claims 6 and 8, arguments analogous to those presented for 
claim 1, are applicable. 

6. With respect to claim 7, Gignac discloses an output device for outputting an 
image using image data produced by an image-producing device, and image production 
record information related to the image data, comprising: 

an image information processor for executing a trimming process upon 
determining whether or not to trim the image data based on the image production record 
information (paragraphs 57-60); and 



Application/Control Number: 10/717,305 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2625 

an image output unit for outputting an image according to the image data 
processed by the image information processor (displaying the trimmed images 
according to figs. 11-19). 



Claims 1, 4 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Enomoto U.S. Patent No. 6,801,334. 

7. With respect to claim 1, Enomoto teaches an image processing method (figs. 17 
& 18), comprising the steps of: 

providing image data produced by an image-producing device (a source of digital 
image in fig. 18), and image production record information related to the image data 
(col. 58, line 27 - col. 59, line 67); and 

executing a trimming process upon determining whether or not to trim the image 
data based on the image production record information (steps 576-582 in fig. 17C). 

8. With respect to claim 4, Enomoto teaches the image processing method 
according to claim 1 , wherein 

the image production record information includes at least subject area 
information (cropping-inhibited region) representing a subject area in an image (col. 58, 
lines 27-40); and 

the trimming process is terminated when the subject area will be cut as a result 
of the trimming (steps 576-582 in fig. 17C & col. 59, lines 58-67). 

9. With respect to claims 6-8, arguments analogous to those presented for claims 1 
and 4, are applicable. 
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Claims 1, 5 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kubo et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,765,691 (hereinafter Kubo). 

10. With respect to claim 1 , Kubo teaches an image processing method (figs. 4 & 
14), comprising the steps of: 

providing image data produced by an image-producing device (a source of digital 
image 68 in fig. 4), and image production record information related to the image data 
(parameters set in fig. 10); and 

executing a trimming process upon determining whether or not to trim the image 
data based on the image production record information (parameters set in figs. 10 & 14 
& col. 23, lines 50-61). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 5, Kubo teaches the image processing method according to 
claim 1, wherein 

the trimming process is a process in which an image is enlarged or reduced, 
while preserving an aspect ratio, to a size encompassing a designated image output 
size, and portions extending outside the image output size are cut off (parameters set in 
figs. 10 & 14 & col. 23, lines 50-61). 

12. With respect to claims 6~8, arguments analogous to those presented for claims 1 
and 5, are applicable. 
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1 3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHAN S. PARK whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7409. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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